University Campaigns for World Blood Donor Day
Background

During discussion at the World Blood Donor Day Steering Committee meeting held in Melbourne, Australia after the 2009 World Blood Donor Day event, the International Society of Blood Transfusion (ISBT), proposed a Youth Donor Day to be held in Barcelona in December 2009, as a lead-in to the 2010 World Blood Donor Day Global Launch, to be hosted by Barcelona.

The concept was born as a result of a very appealing DVD shown by the 2010 hosts of WBDD, featuring a campaign launched at the Barcelona University.
This prompted the ISBT to scrutinize the theme for 2010 WBDD:  “New Blood for the World” focusing on young people…..and realize that to fully capitalize on this theme, young people from all over the globe need to be actively involved not only in the celebrations on 14 June 2010, but also in the build up to WBDD 2010 and in the global communication and media plan for the event.
Youth, and university students in particular, are an influential target group for voluntary non-remunerated blood donation (VNRBD) worldwide, and the imaginative, youth-oriented University Campaign to spread the message on blood donation, is a concept that can be implemented globally with wide cultural appeal. 

The Youth Donor Day will be the first step in the communication plan build up to WBDD 2010, and is in keeping with the 2010 theme “New blood for the world”. 

Objectives:

1. To officially launch the University Campaign for recruiting university students as voluntary non-remunerated blood donors globally.

2. To create a forum for “international youth” representation in the planning of activities leading up to WBDD 2010.
3. To create an opportunity for youth to play an important part globally in WBDD 2010, in keeping with the youth-focused theme "New blood for the world". 

4. To create an opportunity for youth to be acknowledged and recognized for the important role they play in blood donation internationally.
Methodology:

· It is proposed that Barcelona host a Youth Donor Day on 14 December 2009, at the University of Barcelona, six months prior to WBDD 2010.  
· International youth representation is identified as critical by the 4 core agencies and the organizing committee of the 2010 event. Airfares for the youth representatives will be funded by the 4 core agencies, with all other expenses covered by the organizing committee of the Barcelona WBDD 2010 global event 
· The forum for the day will take the form of presentations from the host youth representatives, based on the University Campaign, followed by presentations from all countries represented on successful youth donor recruitment initiatives.  It is estimated that a minimum of 6 countries will be represented in Barcelona.  Ideally, it would be most beneficial to have at least one  representative from each of the WHO regions.
Following on from the success stories presented, the host organizing committee will share their plans for WBDD 2010 with the youth representatives.  The WBDD Communications Sub-committee will present the communication and media plan, followed by a presentation by the WBDD Steering Committee.
Thereafter the youth will be divided into groups and given various topics for discussion, focusing on WDBB 2010 global activities, new ideas and concepts and strategies for the roll out of the University Campaign globally.
The groups will report back on their discussions, providing the organizers of WBDD to have youth involvement in this very important initiative.
Expected Outcomes:

1. Contribution of International youth, to not only 2010 WBDD celebrations, but to future WBDD celebrations

2. Motivated young people meeting other motivated young people

3. A strategy for rolling out the University Campaign globally, supported by the materials being made available on the WBDD website
4. Input from young people on how to make best use of social media to reach the target youth audience
5. Encouraging countries globally to involve the youth in their blood donor programmes
Conclusion:

The ISBT believes that this concept is a good strategy not only for the promotion of voluntary non-remunerated blood donation globally, but also for the recognition of the youth as a large group of committed voluntary donors in many countries. The format of a Youth Donor Day could become a mechanism to involve youth in future WBDD campaigns.
This concept will assist in the planning of WBDD 2010 and future WBDD celebrations.

It will also create an opportunity for the youth to be actively involved in the preparations of WBDD 2010, in keeping with the youth theme for the event.

It also provides an opportunity to launch a global voluntary non-remunerated blood donation campaign targeted at university students worldwide as a component of WBDD 2010 celebrations.
