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WORLD BLOOD DONOR DAY 2010
CONCEPT NOTE: PARTNERING WITH 2010 FIFA WORLD CUP
SUMMARY
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World Blood Donor Day 2010 organizers propose combining a special blood donor awareness-raising event with the 2010 FIFA
 World Cup in South Africa on 14 June. This brings a dynamic, civic-minded attraction to World Cup audiences, maximizes audience reach for partnering organizations and contributes concretely to achieving shared public health, social development and 2010 FIFA World Cup legacy goals to make positive change for young people and their communities.
BACKGROUND
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World Blood Donor Day (WBDD) is celebrated on 14 June. The aim is to raise global awareness of the need for safe blood and blood products for transfusion and of the critical contribution voluntary, unpaid blood donors make to national health systems.
The focus of WBDD 2010 will be on young donors, with the slogan: “New blood for the world”. The need for blood is increasing in all parts of the world. Young people can make an important contribution by donating blood and by recruiting other young people to become donors.

Youth -oriented initiatives such as young ambassadors’ programmes, "Club 25", media campaigns directed towards young audiences will help bring the slogan alive. Many activities are planned around the world to focus on the role of young people in ensuring a safe blood supply. 
Specifically, WBDD 2010 organizers are promoting the formation of "human blood drops" as a key feature of this year's international media campaign. 
"HUMAN BLOOD DROP" STRATEGY
[image: image3]
[image: image4]Forming a human blood drop is simple but effective as a way to symbolize solidarity and support for the goals of WBDD. A group of people wearing red gather in a public place to form the shape of a blood drop. The recorded image is relayed to the world. This event is relatively low-cost and easy to replicate with varied numbers of participants.
[image: image5.emf]Complementing WBDD 2010 print and multimedia products, human blood drop events offer strong potential for engaging youth, live and online, for exploiting diverse stakeholder networks and for organizing cross-promotional opportunities among the WBDD coordinating agencies
, local and national blood donor associations and community and corporate partners.

PULLING TOGETHER "FOR HOPE" IN SOUTH AFRICA
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Every four years, TV broadcasts of the FIFA World Cup attract hundreds of millions of international viewers, many of them young people. Thousands more attend live matches over the month-long tournament. It is an unrivalled venue for reaching a mass audience, especially youth, with a vital public health message.

The 2010 FIFA World Cup in South Africa promises to be a lively celebration of football, team spirit and national pride. A human blood drop formed on-field at a World Cup match on 14 June would be seen by millions, live and online. 

It would focus viewers' attention on the fact that voluntary blood donors are a vital element of any health system – and young donors are the "hope of tomorrow".  They play a critical role in achieving the UN Millennium Development Goals, an objective shared with the Football for Hope Movement. (MDG 5 aims to reduce maternal mortality: 125 000 women die in childbirth every year because they do not have access to safe blood.)
FIFA World Cup organizers have already invited the South Africa National Blood Services to host a blood donor clinic in the "Dome" exhibition centre during the tournament. Staging a blood drop event on 14 June would draw attention to this, and allow blood donation to be added to the community health centre legacy of the "Football for Hope – 20 Centres for 2010" initiative. 
The WBDD 2010 organizers, therefore, wish to discuss the following options with representatives of FIFA and the 2010 FIFA World Cup local organizing committee:
Option 1 – Midfield
A human blood drop will be formed at midfield before or during the interval of one or more of the three matches scheduled for 14 June in the opening week of the 2010 FIFA World Cup in South Africa.
Option 2 – Outside
A human blood drop will be formed somewhere outside the stadium(s) on the 2010 FIFA World Cup site(s) on 14 June.
Related to these event options, WBDD organizers would like to discuss how blood donation, safe blood services and the occasion of WBDD can contribute concretely and tangibly to the "Football for Hope – 20 Centres for 2010" initiative.
WBDD organizers collectively possess extensive experience and expertise at mobilizing community participation and staging creative awareness-raising events. The South African National Blood Service hosted the first ever WBDD global launch in 2004 and is fully supportive of staging a human blood drop event at the 2010 FIFA World Cup.
Formation of a "human blood drop" in Canada during WBDD 2007 celebrations.








� Fédération Internationale de Football Association


� The World Health Organization (WHO), the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), the International Federation of Blood Donor Organizations (IFBDO) and the International Society of Blood Transfusion (ISBT)
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